
69th Annual Convention in  
Cincinnati, Ohio — It’s a Wrap!

“Renewed in the Spirit - Embracing Change, Challenges, Opportunities” 

Welcome to Our New Board of  Directors

CCC Executive Director, Dave LaBarre (front row, left) is pictured with the new and just-past CCC Board of Directors (front row, left to right): Vice 
President - Rev. Msgr. William F. Baver, CCCE; President - Richard P. Peterson, CCCE, CCE; Treasurer - Mary Jo Frick, CCCE; Director, 
Western U.S., Western Canada & Oceania Including Australia - Monica Williams, CCCE; prior Past President - Andrew P. Schafer, 
K.H.S., CCCE; (back row, left to right): Director, Eastern U.S. & Eastern Canada - Joseph Heckel, K.H.S., CCCE, CCE; Past President - Ste-
phen E. Bittner, CCCE, CCE; Director, Midwestern U.S. - Michael P. Welsh, CCCE; Richard Finn, CCCE, recently retired from the Board; 
Secretary - Roman F. Szabelski, CCCE; Director, Eastern U.S. & Eastern Canada - Thomas J. Jordan, CCCE.
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“Embracing Change, Challenges and Opportunities —  
  do these words frighten or excite you?” 
This introductory statement in the 2018 CCC Cincinnati Convention brochure caught 
my attention. As a participant in the School of Leadership, I knew the value of CCC 
programs; however I had never attended the annual convention. As I read through 
the convention program description, I felt that it was time for me to explore this op-
portunity. Grateful for my pastor’s support, I began preparing for Cincinnati!

As a newcomer to the convention, any apprehensions I might have had about arriving 
alone and not knowing many people were quickly appeased. I was warmly welcomed 
at the First Timers’ Reception by our executive director, CCC staff, board members, 
fellow CCC members and other newcomers. It truly felt like a family gathering, and 
this sense of community prevailed throughout the week. 

We gathered each morning for liturgy, to hear the Word of God proclaimed and to 
receive the Eucharist. Many were the gifts that each day would bring! Great energy 
and enthusiasm reigned as I listened to speakers and conversed with participants and 
suppliers in the Exhibit Hall.

Embracing change and allowing ourselves to be transformed by it was at the heart 
of every presentation. The speakers skillfully engaged us in exploring a broad spec-
trum of opportunities to help us become the very best that we can be in carrying out 
our ministry. Such a transformation begins within oneself, first in our readiness to 
respond to the ‘extraordinary mission’ to which we are called, and in our willingness 
to embrace the principles of servant leadership in our interactions and relationships 
with others. 

I learned that change can manifest itself in many ways - from the way we answer a 
telephone inquiry to the way we advertise and promote our cemeteries. During the 
Cremation Summit, we learned that our openness to cremation can breathe new life 
into the ways we present our cemeteries, as well as broaden our families’ options to 
celebrate and memorialize their loved ones. Most importantly, our commitment to 
explore and embrace change in general can have an impact on the way we respond to 
others, and on the overall gift made present through the experience of our Catholic 
cemeteries.

While the challenges associated to implementing change can be a little daunting, the 
CCC Convention provided numerous resources to help us take the first steps. I truly 
appreciated listening to the speakers addressing relevant topics. As well, there was 
sufficient time to visit the suppliers’ exhibits that provided innovative ideas, services 
and products. Conversations with fellow participants between sessions, at meal time 
and during social events also generated a wonderful exchange of ideas. It was amaz-
ing to be exposed to such a multitude of resources under one roof.

The CCC convention enabled me to reflect on and appreciate our Catholic cemeter-
ies as places of profound Christian witness. I returned feeling grateful, hopeful, and 
most importantly, ‘Renewed in the Spirit’. As I begin working on ideas inspired 
through the convention, I am reminded that my membership in the CCC is also a 
wonderful gift.I encourage all my fellow CCC members to make the annual conven-
tion a priority, and I hope to see you all next fall in Chicago!

My 1st CCC Convention
Breathing New Life and  
Vibrancy Into Our Ministry
— by Monique Gauthier
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Remembering 
Who We Are! 

As a continuation of the Catholic Cemetery Confer-
ence’s commitment to the Corporal Work of Mercy, 
this year’s Convention & Exposition in Cincinnati 
introduced an exciting new presentation to a local 
charity by donating 950 box lunches to the St. Fran-
cis Seraph Ministries to assist them in fulfilling their 
mission of nurturing and nourishing the poor in  their 
community.

During the lunch break on Wednesday, September 
19, CCC Board President Stephen Bittner, CCCE, CCE 
and Executive Director, David LaBarre, M.A., M.S. 
announced the donation to the Convention attendees, 
with the assistance of St. Francis Seraph Ministries’ 
Executive Director, Christine Schuermann.  

St. Francis Seraph Ministries is a local Cincinna-
ti sponsored ministry of the Province of St. John the 
Baptist of the Order of Friars Minor (the Franciscans) 
who  believe every member of the Over-the-Rhine 
community has the right to enjoy the benefits of good 
health, prosperity, and well-being and has the capacity 
to contribute positively to the neighborhood. 

Steve Bittner stated, “ It is truly my honor, as your 
Board President, and a proud resident of Cincinnati, 
to announce that the CCC Board of Directors this year 
wanted to make a difference within the community of 
our host city and are pleased to be making this con-
tribution of 950 box lunches to the St. Francis Seraph 
Ministries who provide lunches to as many as 1500 re-
cipients whose take home pay can be as little as $35 for 
a 10 hour day.” 
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Sharing in the Corporal Work of Mercy
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ith the increasing interest in the cremation option as a means of final disposition of the deceased among the Catholic 
population, the CCC hosted a Catholic Cremation Summit on Thursday, September 20. This well-attended Sum-
mit shared valuable insights into the topic  from a variety of presenters and was facilitated by Poul Lemasters, Esq. 
With more than 20 years experience in the cemetery and death care industries and a CCC Legal Advisor, Lemasters 
helped kick-off the first “Catholic Cremation Summit.”

Rev. Steven Angi, V.G. Archdiocese of Cincinnati, discussed “The Ministry of a Catholic Cremation” followed by Michael J. Wat-
kins, The Signature Group, who talked about “The Communication Disconnect” relative to cremation. A regular presenter for the 
CCC, David Ward, President of Grever & Ward, Inc., covered the basics of “Cremation Garden Design.” Nectar Ramirez, Baters-
ville Company, followed with an intriguing discussion about “Setting a New Standard for Cremation.”

The presentations were followed up by the Expert Panel Q/A, including all the speakers who fielded questions and comments 
from the audience. This was a lively, interested audience that participated in many of the topics addressed earlier.   

W

more on page 28

Convention Highlights
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A Fond Farewell
              — by Bill Burbatt, CCCE

Keep up the good work, CCC. You’ve been a wonderful or-
ganization to work with. So until we meet again, be pas-
sionate, In Love, Life, Faith and Spirit!

s I sit at my computer here at the Archdiocese 
of Chicago for the last time, I remember the 
day Irene called me and asked me to join a 
committee. Me? Why me? Because, the CCC 
is built on a single member. The CCC brings 

all the Catholic Cemetery members together for the good 
of the Conference, because we are better when we work to-
gether. We are stronger. We are wiser. We are the CCC.

If I can do one last thing to help the CCC, it would be to tell 
you GET INVOLVED! Yes all caps and underlined. And, 
DO IT TODAY. The sooner you get involved, the soon-
er you start helping other cemeterians. The sooner you get 
involved, the sooner you become part of the bigger pool of 
knowledge. The sooner you get involved, the sooner you 
make YOUR ministry better.

Involvement with the CCC has the greatest benefit in life: 
Friends. I have been blessed with working with some of the 
most dedicated people in any organization, working hard to 
help each other be the best at cemetery ministry... Lifelong 
friends, that made my cemetery ministry better. I will miss 
you all, but hope that our paths will cross as I move towards 
retirement. 


