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  Dates to Remember:
- CCC School of Leadership & Management     Excellence at the University of Notre Dame,     June 10-14, 2018
- “Inviting Conversation 365” call on     Tuesday, June 19 at 2:00 pm
- Annual CCC Convention, September 17-21, 2018,   Cincinnati, OH 

June -  
Another Month for Celebration!

June is the month that changed my life forever! 

On June 30, 1972, I convinced Debbie to stay with me forever! 
This June, we are celebrating 46 years of marriage! There are 
many, many couples also celebrating their anniversary filled 
with a life full of love with God! I wish all of you a happy anni-
versary this year whether that date has passed or is coming up 
– what a statement of our Catholic faith! Of course, for those 
who never found their soul-mate, you are also part of my best 
wishes for all your special days during the year, as well as, your 
daily efforts that help to promote God’s love to all!

For all of us cemeterians, June also represents the comple-
tion of our Mother’s Day and Memorial Day celebrations. I 
hope all of you experienced very meaningful and successful 
celebrations with your families and visitors. As we all know, 
Father’s Day is now upon us and more preparation is needed 
to make sure all our visitors are pleased with our properties. 
Father’s Day, just like Mother’s Day and Memorial Day, is very 
important to all of us because our fathers may no longer be 
with us. We have all heard many times, “take the time to talk 
now because tomorrow is never promised.” I miss talking to 
my Dad, especially when I need that reassurance, guidance, 
and the ‘atta-boy’ he is my son pat on the back.  I hope that 
all of you enjoy your time with your fathers, and if they have 
passed on to the Lord, that you have found peace in knowing 
how much they still love you.

I appreciate Msgr. William Baver, CCCE, for taking time to share 
the importance of Memorial Day with all of you in last month’s 
Catholic Cemetery magazine – thanks Msgr. 

Since I last wrote to update all of you, the CCC team has been 
very busy. Our new Executive Director, Dave LaBarre was very 
busy putting the finishing touches on our Smaller Cemetery 
Seminar held in Chicago April 26-28.  

The Archdiocese of Chicago, led by  Fr. Larry, Roman, and 
their entire team, did a fantastic job making sure that everyone  
enjoyed themselves and learned valuable information to keep us 

continued on page 6

Stephen E. Bittner, 
CCCE, CCE



Catholic Cemetery, June 2018     7

Archdiocese of Cincinnati

more on page 8

Saved from the wrecking ball in the 1950’s by the 
actions of Archbishop Karl Alter, the Cathedral of 
St. Peter in Chains was preserved. This architec-
tural gem, which for many years, dominated the sky-
line of a young Cincinnati, has been the seat of the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati since 1845. The Cathedral 
of St. Peter in Chains is the second oldest, contig-
uously used cathedral in the United States, second 
only to the Cathedral of St. Louis in New Orleans, 
which was completed in 1794. 

By the mid-1930’s, the cathedral had become run 
down from disrepair and neglect. It’s white lime-
stone façade had become almost black from years of 
soot and pollution. In 1938, Archbishop McNicholas 
moved the seat of the Archdiocese to a secondary lo-
cation. It was not until 1957, after an extensive ren-
ovation and re-dedication, that the seat of the Arch-
diocese was moved back into the current cathedral 
once again.

St. Peter in Chains is styled in the Greek theme, 
which is very unique for Roman Catholic cathe-
drals in the United States. The Corinthian columns 
which grace this magnificent structure are all thir-
ty-three feet tall, representing the number of years of  
Jesus’ life. The spire of the cathedral is of pure, white 
limestone and soars 224 feet above the street level. 
As stated earlier, this was the tallest structure in  
Cincinnati for decades.  

Carrying the Greek theme of the cathedral to its in-
terior, one is greeted by a broad avenue of Corinthi-
an columns, between which are the “Stations of The 
Cross,” all in mural form with a Grecian theme by the 
artist Carl Zimmeram.  

The glass tile mosaic in the apse is by Anton Wend-
ling and is the second largest glass tile mosaic in the 
United States. Various other works of art are also 
housed within the cathedral, namely the magnificent 
crucifix by the sixteenth century Italian artist, Ben-
venuto Cellini. The crucifix is of gold and bordered in 
faceted rubies, dating from the mid 1500’s.

Today, the cathedral is very popular for weddings 
and is the site of the annual ordination of the  

St. Peter in Chains  
Cathedral         

— by Douglas Tinsman
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St. Peter in Chains Cathedral, continued

Shown above is the main aisle of the Cathedral with its grecian-style columns. Below right is the  Benvenuto Cellini cross,  
dating from the mid 1500’s. Below left are Cincinnatians Doug Tinsman and Deb Crane at Graeter’s Ice Cream Parlor.  

Archdioceses priests and deacons. St. Peter in Chains will 
also be the site of the opening Mass for the Catholic Cemetery 
Conference Convention on Tuesday, September 18. It will be cel-
ebrated by Bishop Joseph Binzer. 

The Cincinnati planning committee is very excited to host the 
2018  CCC  Annual Convention and to open the doors of this mag-
nificent cathedral as we celebrate our faith and service to Christ. 
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 I WOULD LIKE TO BE  

REMEMBERED FOR:  being a 

hard worker that always is striving for the 

best for my employer.

 WHEN I TELL PEOPLE I WORK  
AT A CATHOLIC CEMETERY, 
THEY THINK:  Wait a Minute ... WHAT???

 

 
 

 

FOOD - Anything Mexican!

BOOKS/AUTHORS - Leadership books, especially those of John  

Maxwell, Bill Hybels and Patrick Leniconi. I feel so privileged to be al-

lowed to lead others, and love hearing different ideas of how to do it best.

SONGS/MUSICIANS - I love “Lead With Your Heart” by The Tenors;  

“I Can Only Imagine” by Mercy Me and anything by the Eagles.

PLACES - Home, the woods and Lake Cumberland.

SOME OF MY FAVORITES INCLUDE: 

 
 MY HOBBIES:  I love and seek out experi-

encing new things. Some of my favorite things to do 
are entertaining in our home, houseboating, long 
motorcycle rides on a leisurely afternoon through the 

countryside and backpacking the  AT (Appalachian Trail). 

 
 THE ONE THING I CAN’T STAND:  

Seeing anyone or anything mistreated.

 
 MY 

MOST OUTSTANDING 

QUALITY IS:  Caring for others.

 
 WHEN I TELL ACQUAINTANCES I WORK 

AT A CATHOLIC CEMETERY, THEY THINK:  
Most who know me know that I like to keep busy. So, their 
first reaction is: “What possibly is there for you to do at a 
cemetery?” After a few jokes, it gives me a great opportunity 
to talk about how the Lord meshes my legal, finance and 
ministry backgrounds to serve our families.

FAVORITE MEMORY OF THE CCC: I love being part 

of the CCC, most of all for the network of special people always open 

to helping and all the things I’ve learned and am still learning. I have 

always used the Conference as a time to get Mom on the road. She 

loves seeing everyone every year, and we enjoy our time together. My 

favorite memory was when Dave Bishop, at McCleskey, hosting one 

of his always awesome dining experiences, declared her to be the 
Conference Mom. He had no idea how much he blessed her (Oh, on 

second thought, knowing Dave, he did ...) We will miss him.

 
 BEST TIME OF MY LIFE:  So hard to pick one with so many great vacations over the years; 

professional highlights, including being sworn in as a member of the Federal Bar by the Supreme Court 

of the United States Chief Justice Roberts, then later making a motion on the floor of the Supreme Court 

in front of the full bench of Justices. Also, I have stood at NASDAQ in New York as the General Counsel 

of Ohio Casualty Corp., a public company, and with my fellow executives, rang the opening bell. Many 

blessed opportunities our Lord has provided me. But, the absolute best was taking a three-week Mediter-

ranean cruise with Whit, following Paul’s footsteps around the Mediterranean. Our cruise vacation began 

in Rome, Italy, and we had many stops in Greece, Turkey, Egypt and Israel, where I was baptized in 

the Jordan River. What made it the best? Being with Whit, seeing and experiencing new things, walking 

where my Lord did and how the trip forever changed the voracity of my bible reading.

 
 

I WOULD LIKE TO BE REMEMBERED FOR:  

Representing our faith well. Caring. Being encouraging. And, people 

will probably remember me for: I hope being always ready to pray 

with and for them.

 
 I KNEW I WAS AN ADULT WHEN:  I 

decided to go it alone. My wonderful parents moved 
out of town when I graduated from high school. I 
had found a job, which I liked, at the local bank, so I 
decided to stay behind and rent an apartment. You 
grow up faster when Mom and Dad are on the other 
end of the phone and not in town! 
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Celebrating the bond of eternal love 
for those who have experienced the 
devastating loss of a baby or child

On Thursday, May 10, Capital Region 
families gathered at Most Holy Re-
deemer Cemetery in Niskayuna, NY 
for a special prayer service. The ser-
vice was hosted by Albany Diocesan 
Cemeteries, to honor the memory of 
babies who were born into the arms 
of angels. 

Chris and Jen Sifka of Guilderland 
regularly attend the service. “This is 
a day we set aside to remember him,” 
Chris said. “It brings a little peace.” 

Dedicated in 2013, the Remembrance 
Garden is a memorial for those who 
have experienced the devastating 
loss of a baby, whether it was years 

ago or a more recent loss. This kind of 
loss is an uncomfortable topic to broach, 
and many families suffer their loss in  
silence. Their babies are known only to a 
few, and some only to God.  

The Remembrance Garden is a place 
where the existence of a baby is affirmed, 
even if the baby was never publicly ac-
knowledged. It has blossomed into a place 
of peaceful reflection. Memorial bricks 
and butterflies give these children names, 
and the biblical statue of Rachel Mourn-
ing comforts visitors. 

This garden of healing allows families to 
openly grieve the loss of their child and 
mourn their shattered hopes and dreams.  
It is intended to bring comfort to those 
whose empty arms bring such heartache.  

Nicole Willbrant of Brunswick has attended 
the service for the past few years “My biggest 
worry was that our baby would not be remem-
bered. This garden means that our baby will 
not be forgotten.”

The contemplative view by the water is the 
perfect setting for the Remembrance Garden 
and the special prayer service that is held 
each spring near Mother’s Day.

“Our babies lived. Our babies were loved. We 
had hopes and dreams shattered. We cannot 
forget.” stated Lori Biskup, Albany Diocesan 
Cemeteries Associate Director, in the opening 
remarks of the Remembrance Service held 
last year in 2017.

Further information can be found on the Dio-
cese website at the following address: 

http://blog.capitaldistrictcemeteries.org/
remembrance-garden-prayer-service/

Albany Diocesan Cemeteries Holds  
Remembrance Garden Prayer Service   — by Lori Biskup

Also speaking at this year’s event was Lisa Whitacre who has 
attended the annual service for the past three years in honor 
of her son. “We are grateful to be able to visit our son ... and 
appreciate having the Remembrance Garden to reflect and 
remember that we are not the only ones who have suffered a 
tremendous loss. It is truly a special place for our princes and 
princesses to be remembered.”

Above is Matthew Sifka whose family attends each year in 
honor of their son and brother, baby Christopher, who passed 
away in 2014.

This year’s prayer service took place in the new Adirondack themed Mary Im-
maculate, Patroness of America community mausoleum. Above, Lori Biskup, 
Associate Director, Albany Diocesan Cemeteries, spoke to those in attendance.




