
Catholic Cemetery, November 2016     11

Diocese of Providence
Remembers & Honors
Local Veterans
— by Anthony Carpinello, CCCE, CCE

Special ceremonies honored veterans interred within
Providence cemeteries and were attended by hundreds
within the community as well as family members. 

Last December, our offices received a call from Senator
Sheldon Whitehouse’s office regarding a family who had
lost their brother in the Vietnam War aboard the USS
Frank E. Evans. A destroyer that saw action in World War
II, Korea, and Vietnam alike, the USS Evans was a hero of
Naval ships. Unfortunately, the USS Evans and its final
crew are not recognized by the United States government
as the heroes they are.

Following its tour off the Coast of Vietnam in April, 1969,
the USS Evans was commissioned to the Phillipines to par-
ticipate in preparation of Southeast Asia Treaty Organi-
zational maneuvers with HMAS Melbourne (an anti-
submarine warfare carrier) from Australia. Several weeks
later, the USS Evans and the HMAS Melbourne were on
their way to work with more than 40 ships of SEATO
nations off the Coast of Thailand.

On June 3, 1969, the ships engaged in early morning dark-
ness on “Operation Sea Spirit.” As the ships began the
action of “taking a new station,” they found themselves
only 1,000 yards apart. 

During the maneuver, the USS Evans was supposed to cir-
cle and fall behind the HMAS Melbourne. However, for
reasons unknown, the USS Evans turned in front of the
HMAS Melbourne, which then sailed directly through the
middle of the American destroyer. 

Only the stern of the destroyer remained as 74 sailors per-
ished in the bow of the USS Evans within three minutes.
There were 199 survivors who were saved by the HMAS
Melbourne. The stern of the USS Evans arrived back in the
Phillipines (via tow) on June 9, 1969 and was decommis-
sioned on July1, 1969.

Since the maneuver area off of Thailand was considered
“outside the combat zone,” the 74 sailors lost on the USS
Evans have not been recognized as casualties of war by the
United States government. Requests to have their names
inscribed on the Vietnam Veterans Wall in Washington DC
have been denied, despite numerous family efforts, as well
as various government officials appeals to higher authori-
ties. The families and friends will lovingly refer to their
sailors as the “Lost 74” until they are successful in having
their loved ones properly recognized.

The survivors, families and friends founded the USS Frank
E. Evans Association, Inc., an organization dedicated to
properly having the “Lost 74” recognized and assuring the
ship’s history is maintained. Through continuous dona-
tions, the Association began having slant markers installed
in each of the states that lost sailors on the USS Evans.
Each marker has the names of the sailors from that state.

USS Frank E. Evans survivor Bill Thibeault gives a first-hand
account of the events of June 3, 1969, and talks about his friend
Dick Messier.

The Association Monument lists names of sailors who died on
the USS Frank E. Evans. From Rhode Island, that was Seaman
Dick Messier, one of the “Lost 74.”

Monument honoring those who died on the USS Frank E. Evans
during the tragic accident in 1969, now never to be forgotten.

continued on page 12
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Senator Whitehouse’s office had been presented with the
tribulations of the Messier Family. Their brother, Seaman
Fredrick Conrad “Dick” Messier, was one of the ‘Lost 74’
and only Rhode Island resident on the ship. Adding insult
to injury, (while working with the USS Evans Association
to have the monument installed that the Association pro-
vides) the City of Providence rejected the opportunity to
honor Seaman Messier. From Cumberland, RI, the
Messier Family figured the next logical place was his
hometown. Unfortunately that was yet another rejection.
The next suggestion to the family was to inquire at
Seaman Messier’s high school. This again was rejected.

Enter divine intervention: A month earlier, we had dedi-
cated our Veterans Section in Cumberland and were for-
tunate enough to garner the attention of a couple of local
news outlets. Upon learning of our new section, the
Senator’s office inquired if we would entertain the instal-
lation of the Association’s monument.  Not only would it
be the appropriate location due to all that had transpired,
we also thought the Association’s marker would add to the
section since we had a large central monument installed
designating the area. 

Over the next five months, our staff scheduled an appro-
priate dedication as the Association monument was
installed in our Veterans Section within Dick Messier’s
hometown.  

On May 20, 2016, approximately 100 people gathered,
complete with the Naval Band from Naval Station
Newport, survivors from the USS Evans, members of the
Messier Family, local dignitaries, fellow veterans and sup-
porting members of the public.

On a picture-perfect day, the Catholic Cemeteries of the
Diocese of Providence was honored, not only to be able to
host the event, but more importantly, to be the home for a
long overdue memorial. Rev. William J. Ledoux,
Chairman of the Catholic Cemeteries Advisory Board,
gave the invocation and blessed the monument.  

Former crew member, John Coffey, served as the emcee
and gave a brief detailed account of events on that morn-
ing of June 3, 1969. Senator Whitehouse thanked the sur-
viving sailors and all veterans for their service and looked
to further support the cause to properly have the 
“Lost 74” recognized. Survivor Bill Thibeault also gave an
emotional account of his experience. 

As Catholic cemeterian, we are always striving to assist
our families throughout their grief process, and with our
sacred grounds being an extension of our Church, they are
places for our families to pray with and for their deceased
loved ones. Unfortunately, for 47 years the Messier Family
did not have that opportunity. Now we hope that we have
provided that in some small way.   Y

Former crew member, John Coffey, tells the story of the USS Frank E. Evans. At right is the large central monument which designates
the cemetery’s Veterans section.

We Will Not Forget the “Lost 74,” continued
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Our Catholic faith is full of compas-
sion when someone loses a child. The
church provides closure through sev-
eral ways of connecting to that little
life. Loss is a difficult emotion to cope
with and, while faith will be tested,
that faith and community will help us
live on. This loss can be very chal-
lenging when it is associated with the
loss of a child. While we do our best
to provide immediate help, the feel-
ings can linger and be unaddressed
for what feels like a lifetime. A 
program such as Elizabeth Ministry
connects grieving families with other
people who are also suffering a 
similar loss.

The death of a child happens to fam-
ilies more often than you can imagine.
One out of four pregnancies ends in
miscarriage.* Those statistics show us
that many members of our church are
grieving a loss that calls out for heal-
ing and comfort from our faith com-
munity. Losing an unborn child often
devastates parents. The suffering is

almost made worse due to the fact
that no one can explain why their
baby died in the womb. Stillborn
infants and children who have left us
too soon are still part of our church
community as living beings, and
although they were only on earth for

a short time, these young souls are
still loved members of God’s family.
Families who have lost children at
any age are feeling empty and alone
and often do not know where to turn
or how to live on. 

Helping Families - Who 
Have Encountered Pregnancy &
Infant Loss - to Live On — by Terry Whitely

continued on page 20
* http://www.hopexchange.com/Statistics.htm
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Editor’s Note: This article is reprinted with permission
from Our Sunday Visitor in memory of the late Rev.
Terence P. Curley and his ministry.

ince the earliest days of our Christian faith, we
have gathered together at the death of beloved
members. Our liturgies and care for those who

mourn is a deep characteristic of our Gospel faith. The
good news of our salvation is central to our response,
especially during the loss of a loved one.  

When we mourn, our grief is the way we express “sort-
ing things out.” This sorting out often entails identifying
our emotions and our spiritual needs. We have to let go
of the physical presence and welcome a new spiritual
relationship with the deceased person. We are chal-
lenged to recognize that our old assumptions about life
have changed and now we have to construct new mean-
ing and hope in our lives. For many, such a time is a time
of crisis. 

Evangelizing Moments

A crisis is a time of change
and may be called a “turn-
ing point” in our lives. In
a crisis we must choose. It
can be a time of change and finding new meaning or a
time of giving in to feelings of loss and abandonment.
Rather than a hopeful approach, there is darkness and
despair. As Christians we choose life in Christ who helps
us transform our loss into a new relationship of life in
the spirit. 

The Christian community is called upon to reach out to
those who are suffering loss. St. Paul tells us:  

“If one member suffers 
in the body of Christ which 
is the Church, all members 
suffer with that member.”(1 Cor 12:26)

The New Evangelization and Grief Ministry 
Our evangelizing helps the bereaved experience God’s love 
— by Reverend Terence P. Curley, D. Min. 

S

continued on page 24
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“Historic cemetery” means any tract
of land which has been for more than
one hundred (100) years used as a
burial place. The common definition.

Historic cemeteries can be viewed in
many different ways by the public.
People can see them in awe, compar-
ing the evolution of monuments from
hand carved to those we are accus-
tomed to, reading historical facts of
the individuals, amazed that right in
front of them is something hand-
made hundreds of years ago; others
can see them with sympathy, as for-
gotten in what looks to be monu-
ments through high overgrown grass;
and then there are some who may see
a sign designating a cemetery but
nothing in the surrounding area, as
all has broken, settled, been removed.

As cemeterians, however, a large
majority of us have a historic ceme-
tery, and some of us may have multi-
ple historic cemeteries within our
organizations. The aforementioned
situations are unfortunate truths that
have occurred due to the simple fact
that, at that specific time there were
no laws governing where or how
cemeteries were to be made. You may
even have a section within your ceme-
tery that is exactly as described
above.  Depending on your organiza-
tion or operation, this may be your
problem.

Unfortunately most cemeteries that
are strictly as described above, with
no activity whatsoever, are most

often left to volunteer efforts. Those
generous individuals do their best for
as long as they can. Void of a care
fund or income from burials or sales,
this becomes the case. Some have
minimal care funds which permit sea-
sonal maintenance, and some are
lucky enough to be maintained by
local government.

This article is meant to provide point-
ers to those who may have smaller
operations, with limited budgets, but
still are conducting burials and hope-
fully selling cemetery space.  First and
foremost is to review your budget
and do your best to plan accordingly.

As we all know, planning is great but
we often have unexpected expendi-
tures. The key is to continue with
your plan and prioritize. Most proj-
ects will be continuous over multiple
years/budgets, which can be a posi-
tive by deferring costs. The key in pri-
oritizing, though, is to minimize pos-
sible liabilities throughout your prop-
erty and operations. Those that could
hold larger liability should be at the
top of your list.

So, what could those be? Trees.  Trees
can present major property or per-
sonal injury liability in some cases.
Always be cognizant of their condi-
tion, and if you are lucky enough to
not have such liabilities, it is in your
best interest to conduct professional
maintenance.  

If and when a tree needs to be
removed, evaluate the area after 
the fact. Determine if it should be
replaced. Sometimes the removal may
be a long time coming, and the area
benefits, but many times the impor-
tant aesthetic quality that the tree
brought to that space is overlooked.
Then the situation is multiplied with
each tree thereafter that fails and
requires removal. The result is an
area that may have had a nice “park-
like” feel but turns into a cold, vast,
open area of stone and grass. Well,
that grass (that you may think is bet-
ter off because it will get sun) may
cost you even more in the long run
due to the extended sun. 

The type of grass may not be suited
to the same conditions as it will be

Historic Cemeteries – What Do I Do?
— by the CCC Buildings & Grounds Committee
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